THE REDEEMER 3

‘III'

e
\

¢

(

(

(

q

/
§

CHURCH

20 December 2011

It seems that the more we need prayer, the less able vie ask
for it! May God give a special blessing to those who have con-
tinued to pray for us even when we have not communicated!

Things that have kept us on our toes since the last newsletter:

0 Sickness- | (Nate) had a string of allergies compounded wit
colds, infections, and other health issues that have often ma
it difficult to put in a full week of work. Mercifully, there
have been good weeks here and there which remind me what
a blessing good health is! My doctor recommends more leafy
greens, more leisure time, less construction work and mor
jogging for exercisePray | can actually follow his advice!

0 Garage Construction When | wrote our last newsletter in =
June, we had the frame up and tarpaper on the roof. Now the N .
exterior walls are finished, and we’re starting to work on the ¢
interior, which is currently occupied by our recently-wrecked &
minivan —Pray for patience with the unending fix-it list!

o Neighborhood Bible study | collaborated with two other & -
members of our church to put on an introductory Bibleystud
the Gospel of John for the 85 households in our neighbdrhoo
Although we went door-to-door and invited everyone, we
didn’t get much of a response. We discontinued thzesekly :
meetings and are thinking of trying again next summer. \

o Childbirth Education classes This has been a good way to g
make new friends (and influence people! — including som \
neighbors). It's not a Bible study, bwe’'d appreciate prayer \ '
for God to open up Gospel opportunities with the seve
couples currently attending, most of whom are unchurched.

o0 Church Discipleship: This Fall I've been leading three )
different Bible studies (Eldership training, Husbanding, and !
Biblical Ways to Address Poverty). Although worship attend-
ance is about the same as last year (around 60), | got to
baptize four people this year, and the number of members has
increased from 32 to 47! I'm planning to start our second
membership orientation Sunday School class in January.

o0 Seminary Student Mentoring I've started mentoring an
elder from a local Baptist church through an online Master of
Divinity program with Ekklesia Seminary, and am also
teaching Intro to N.T. Greek to an aspiring missionary to
Muslim West Asia, and Greek Exegesis to another young man #
hoping to work with the persecuted church. $
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o0 Woycliffe Bible Translation tool: In addition, | joined a team
of Greek scholars that are providing input for Wycliffe Bible
Translators’ reference software on the Greek New Testame
This has been a bigger learning curve than | had expect
Please pray for wisdom and perseverance with it.

0 Church Constitution completed Wow, what a lot of time &
and thought went into that 15 page document! It was adopt
by the heads of households unanimously in SepterRiease
pray that this constitution would effectively guide Christ the
Redeemer Church for many decades to cdivi@l can read it
on our church website ¢y

o Hospitality: Over the last semester, we had about 180 dinner
guests, almost 40 of whom stayed overnight at least one nights! ¥&%
Our home is the heart of our ministry, so we believe it IS | =%
strategic to invite people in to share God’s love with them a _-_, i
offer encouragement in the LorBlease pray for wisdom in =
balancing family outreach time with “us”-time for renewal.

o Preaching Ministry: | finished preaching through the Sermo
on the Mount a few Sundays ago with a great sense
personal inadequacy and yet awe of Jesus. It has bé 2k g
incredibly challenging to let these words of Christ search me !
and expose all kinds of heart-sinSefmon notes are on the
church websitg My favorite preaching opportunity, however,
was when | got to lead tour groups through the Bethlehem R
visited walk-through nativity during the first week of Decem
ber and share a gospel message under the winter star@fc
hundreds of peoplePray for God to enable me to continuef
faithfully in teaching ministry.

0 And, of course, raising kid$ What a challenge to coordinate
everybody’s schedules in a household with 11 kids — two
whom are in college but living at homPlease pray for -
wisdom for us as parents to understand how to address the '
myriad of issues involved in parenting kids from age 1 to 20! (
Paula and | need much grace and endurance in this role.

If you perused the above list and thougWpw, they are too busy,” you are rightPlease pray that we
will know which opportunities to embrace and which to decline!
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NATE: Commentary on the Gospel of
Matthew(Matthew Henry),The Unity
of the Church(Thomas M’Crie), The
Trelis & the Vine (Marshall &
Payne),Little House On The Prairie
(bedtime reading to kids!)

PAULA: Birth Matters (Ina May
Gaskin), Gentle Birth, Gentle
Mothering (Sarah Buckley)Above
Rubies(Herman Hanko)

JOSH: Demolishing Supposed Bible
Contradictions(Ken Hamm),Actual




Innocence: When Justice Goes Wrong and How to Make it
Right (Sheck/Neufeld/Dwyer) Inside Delta Force (Eric
Haney),The Greatest Hoax on Ear{ionathan Sarfati)

BENI: Importance of the Electoral Collef&eorge Grant)kle-
mentary Harmony(Mama’s college textbook)Discovering
Physical GeographyArbogast),My Utmost for His Highest
(Oswald Chambers).

AMOS: Ballentyne Book seriegord of the FlieqWilliam Gold-
ing), Intro to LinguisticsPapa’s college textbookgentifying
and Harvesting Edible and Medicinal Plar{®rill & Dean)

PETER: Narl (Amos Wilson — not yet publishedfooper Kids
series (Frank PerettiJ,he Missingseries (Margaret Haddix),
andCourageougRandy Alcorn)

GRACE ANNE: Handmaidens for the LordCrystal Paine), % +
There’s a Sheep in My Bathtub: Birth of a Mongolian Church-
Planting MovemenBrian Hogan)

IRENE: Summer with the MoodySarah Maxwell)Revolt from
Raindrop Fores{Amos Wilson)

LILLIAN : Bernie’s White Chicker(lsabella Alden),A to Z
Mysteries(Ron Roy),Amelia Bediliabooks (Peggy Parish)

HOPE: Mystery of the Dolphin Detectiv&lspeth C. Murphy),
The Jungle BookRudyard Kipling - read by brother Amos)

ALETHEIA : Pickles The Fire Cat(Esther Averill), | Am a
Bunny(Ole Risom)

BETSY: The Barnyard Dance, Moo Baa La La lamd others by
Sandra Boynton. (Big brother Peter put her up to asking
Captain Grete to reddoby Dickto her, but he declined.) ; +

JED: The back of my eyelids!

CAUTION: Some of these books do not advocate a Biblical
worldview, so we do not endorse all these books for all
audiences. Ask us if you want evaluations of individual t|tles£L
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| guess that it is my turn for a kids corner (even though it seem: 3
like | just did one), so here it is! Highlights of this year include: pg™

Going to Glen Eyre, a beautiful castle in Colorado Springs! !

We (Grace Anne, Mama, and 1) went there July 26-28 to cele- - ¢ +

brate Grace Anne’s Tirthday.

Vacationing at the High Calling cabin in Colorado,

Getting to see my little brother Jedidiah Quentin being born,

Going to Grandma and Grandpa’s for Christmas,

Building our garage,

Getting to act in Bethlehem Revisited (ouﬂytear in a row),

Granmama Shetter coming to visit us in December.
nght now, | am readin@o Hard Things(Alex & Brett Harris),
Pinocchio (C. Collodi), Childhood of Famous Americarseries,
and the Bible. | have read all of the New Testament as well 3
Psalms and Genesis — Numbers, and am now in Deuteronomy. &
Please pray that | can have quiet times every day and that | wills
understand what | read in the Bible and put it into practice. I'd &
also like prayer that | can obey Mama and Papa with a cheerful™
heart and be patient. '




Praise God that Baby Jed has grown out of his feeding problems taicand healthy now. Josh’s
wrist has also healed well. Thank you for praying! Please keemgrior good physical health for
us and for joy to overcome periodic emotional “downs.”

Please keep praying for God to give us (Nate & Paula) theomsand love we need to be good
parents and good shepherds within our church as well. Especiallywprajll balance our time well
between so many needs.

Praise God for bringing four new households into our congregation tceega five who moved
away in the middle of the year! Please pray for Nate eS8atyrday as he prepares to preach and
every Sunday morning as he leads worship, and for good growth ini&hnsaturity as we disciple
people in the church!

Thanks also for praying for the three new neighbors who moved onto our block recently — Ybou coul
pray that God opens up Gospel opportunities with them.

And remember our sweet daughter Irene’s quiet times and cheerful obedience irayets {wo!




