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The Barna Research organization recently surveyed the demographics of American churches. As I read it 
and researched further, I was struck by how different our church is from the average: 
 

 Majority in 
worship 

Majority 
of volun-

teers 

Adult atten-
dees over 45 

years old 

% of con-
gregation 
under 18 

Members 
who can read 
N.T. Greek 

% of congrega-
tion adopted or 

fostered 

Adult 
members 

Average Women Women 1/2  (2/3 for 
sm. groups) 13% ? 1% ? 1% ? 50 ? 

 

CTR Even Even About 1/4 60% 18% 14% 20 
 

One reason we have a different demographic than the average church may be the fact that we are pursu-
ing a model which places spiritual responsibility upon heads of households in their own homes 
rather than on church staff in a church building. For many of us, this historic way of doing church is 
challenging because of the cultural pressures against it. We are not interested in vilifying churches that 
do not share our philosophy of ministry, but we do ask for your prayers for wisdom as we develop Christ 
the Redeemer Church and its ministries.  

The Greek column is just a tidbit to show our 
commitment to teaching the Bible in its original 
languages to the next generation. Also, columns 
3-4 show part of our challenge in getting elders: 
in a college town next to an Army base, the ma-
jority of the population is young, but we now 
have two elders and more prospects on the hori-
zon. Please keep praying! 
 

More than Coffee: Support a missionary from our congregation!  
Melissa, a member of our congregation writes, “There is an organization called More than Coffee that 
gives most of their profits to missionaries and gets their coffee directly from farmers without the middle 
man (often called fair trade)…. So, I set up an account for [my work with international students at K-
State through] Helping International Students.  When you check out, you can choose HIS as the referral 
organization. Here is the link: www.morethancoffee.org/default.aspx?ctl=ctl_ec_products_display_all.” 
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BBeennii ’’ ss  bbii rrtthhddaayy  ccaannooeeiinngg  ttrriipp  ddoowwnn  tthhee  KKaannssaassRRiivveerr..  II   ggoott  ttoo  bbaapp--
ttiizzee  JJ..DD..  ((rriigghhtt))  tthhiiss  yyeeaarr!!  CChhiipp  ((lleefftt))  iiss  aann  eellddeerr  iinn  oouurr  cchhuurrcchh..  IInn  
tthhee  bbaacckkggrroouunndd    aarree  ssoommee  ooff  tthhee  hhoorrddeess  ooff  bbooyyss  iinn  oouurr  cchhuurrcchh..  
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ne, Two, Three, Four, Five 
sons – LOVE IT! (Left to 
right: Amos, Josh, Jed, Beni, 

and Peter) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ur six daughters buying a 
rabbit for Lillian’s birthday 
(Left to right: Betsy, Irene, 

back of Hope’s head, Grace Anne, 
Lillian, Aletheia) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

pportunities to perform mu-
sic together are abundant! 
This photo is from an NCFCA 

speech and debate tournament in 
Topeka, KS, where we led the daily 
worship times. (Left to right: Grace 
Anne, Beni, Josh, Nate, Amos) 
Please pray that we can find the time 
to finish recording our Celtic music 
album. 
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Papa has done special 13th birthday manhood 
events with my four older brothers, but I am the 
first GIRL to turn 13. Mama says 
she has a surprise in store for my 
birthday in July, so I’ve been in 
suspense ever since� . I’m hoping to 
get my ears pierced for the first time 
as part of becoming a woman.  
 
It’s different not being a little girl 
anymore. This year I graduated into 
the senior level of competition with 
our NCFCA speech & debate 
league: I did Lincoln – Douglas 
debates and also a two-person drama 
on Henry V with my brother Beni, 
which made it to regional semifinals 
(you can see it on our website).  
 
I really enjoy taking care of my new 
baby brother! I wanted a baby boy so badly ever 
since Aletheia was born 4 years ago! Well, I 
was able to be at Jed’s birth, and I started crying 
with joy as soon as I saw that he was a boy! 
 

Some books that I have been reading lately are 
Trixie Belden, Guns for General Washington, 

and the Gospel of Matthew. I 
also enjoy composing songs on 
violin, piano, and guitar. My 
brothers have lately been taken 
with movie making, so I’m 
trying my hand at acting for 
them. In one of their movies, I 
acted a guerilla fighter, and in 
another movie I was a captive of 
some guerilla fighters. Sounds 
exciting, huh? 
 
Prayer: Please pray that I will do 
well in speech & debate next 
year, that I will keep having pa-
tience with my younger siblings, 
that I will be able to do well in 
my school, that God will help 

keep my heart pure for the man that God will 
provide for me. and that I will grow to be a lady 
of God (Prov. 31:30). 
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·  Beni’s graduation in May was a 

wonderful celebration, and he’s looking 
forward to joining his older brother Josh 
at Kansas State University in Manhattan 
this fall. We are so thankful they can 
continue living at home during this 
transition to adult life. Please keep pray-
ing for God’s guidance on each of our 
young men! 

·  Praise God, we have enjoyed good 
health this spring, and, with the notable 
exceptions of the clothes washer and the 
dishwasher, our machines have been 
holding steady, too. Please keep praying 
that God would minimize distractions. 

·  God said, “yes!” to repealing our city’s 
discrimination ordinance that attempted 
to normalize homosexuality and cross-
dressing! Please pray for ongoing out-
reach to LGBT folks in town. 

·  After a 4-month wait, Peter’s driving 
permit  finally arrived in the mail! Pray 
for alertness and safe driving now! 

·  The church constitution is getting close 
to completion – keep praying for wisdom 
and for the ability to keep track of all the 
important details until it is done. 
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·  Baby Jed has some minor feeding problems, so 

the last few months have been time-intensive for 
us as parents. Please keep praying for Jed to 
grow strong and able to nurse normally. 

·  We’re losing �  of the families in the congrega-
tion over the course of this summer as 4 mili-
tary families and 1 student move on to other 
locations. Please pray for God’s grace for each 
of those families who are moving, as well as for 
God to bring more people into our congrega-
tion. (We’re also losing three neighbors on our 
block this summer, so pray with us for God to 
move good neighbors in!) 

·  Josh had a playground accident last week 
(yes, at almost 20!) and sprained both wrists. 
Please pray he will heal completely before his 
summer class begins July 5. 

·  The main theme of ministry for our family this 
summer is HOSPITALITY . We’ve been teach-
ing a weekly childbirth education course in our 
home to 6 couples and have also had more out-
of-town guests than usual (about one every 
other week!). In addition, we’re hoping to start 
an introductory Bible study for our neighbor-
hood. Pray that we can respond well to these 
opportunities to minister to people in our home 
and keep our other responsibilities light enough 
to give time and attention to each guest. 

 
 

 
 


