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“Forty more days and Manhattan will be over-
turned!” Well, that wasn't exactlyny message,
but | did feel a bit like Jonah as | spoke to the
Manhattan City Council last week. Our City
Commissioners are considering a proposal to
add sexual orientation and gender identity as
protected classes in our city’s discrimination
laws. Many problems were pointed out, but no
one brought up the fact that this is a religious
conflict between Christianity and Secular Hu-
manism. Trembling with the tension, | decided
to rise and address the commissioners. (Contact
us if you want a copy of my message.)

At the end of the meeting, the City Commis-
sioners decided to improve the wording a bit,

keep the two new protected classes in the draft,
and bring it up for a final vote later.

Please pray that the Holy Spirit will use my
speech to convict some of the people present, so
they will respond positively when they hear the
call of the Gospel.

As a church pastor and wife, we are thinking

hard about how to be involved in our commu-

nity. We have chosen not only to be involved in

local politics, but also to host lawn parties for

our neighbors and to teach childbirth education
classes. We've got some other ideas too, but
each of these things requires wisdom to know
how “preachy” to be and how to relate these
things to the kingdom of God even though they
are outside the sphere of the local church.
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I am 17 and starting my senior year of high school. This ket as been
very busy for me. During the spring semester, | competed in Bp@ecDe-
bate again. | had mixed results, but the highlights were winnidgbate
tournament with Josh and falling only one place short of qualifionga-
tionals in Apologetics speeches. This speech training haanee me for
participating in local politics, and | have already given shegdo the Man-
hattan City Commissioners on two different issues. Unfortundtey| be
4 months too young to run for City Commission in the spring elections
few months ago, | was graciously loaned a cello, and now | aingtéés-
sons on it. | continue to play in our church string ensemble, but | have ha
to stop participating in the local youth orchestra because tba old. This
summer, | started teaching piano lessons to a couple of neigtasorDkir-
ing the rest of the summer, | worked mowing lawns, landscapaigtimpg, and cleaning rental houses. For my
personal devotions over the summer (and a lot of free timejHed to memorize about 800 verses for the Bible
Bee. | placed8in Kansas for my age group, but did not qualify to the National Bible Bee.
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Pray for God to raise up Godly political leaders in Manhattan -
and throughout the rest of our country! Pray also for wisdom for
our family to know how much time to invest in political issues.
We are expecting a new baby to be born in February. Please pray
Paula through this pregnancy! Pray also that God will provide
enough students for our Bradley Method childbirth classes.

Nate has finished writing a book call&te Functions of Deity
Please pray for God to provide the resources to get thisatruci
message out to a wide audience.

Our five military families are half-way through this ydang
deployment in Irag. Please keep praying for them.

- Please also pray that God would provide the members, elders,
and flnances we need to graduate from mission status. (Summer attendeageda¥d adults and 30 kids.)

And pray for Beni to maintain his amazing set of daily disciplinedigtory of Christ, finish high school

well, and grow in relationship to God.




